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The “orchestrated chaos” of Buzz TV — starting on Channel 4 early evenings from May 4

series’, Buzz TV, to be screened

the series

"

Mike Pellington as a “thematic global collage” and “orches-
says Pellington

Encompassing an impressively wide

It’s not documentary, it's an impression
range of footage from all over the world,

on Channel 4, Fridays at 6.30pm

from May 4. It's hard to argue Described by co-creator
, the fast and furious format takes in influ-

ences from cyberpunk and sci-fi to comics and pop videos

futuristic style, Buzz is, nevertheless, thought-provoking

ing depth of content for the sake of its self-consciodsly
television. What makes the series is its focus on “real

embraces everything from Mexican surf-culture to virtual
reality and computer hacking. Though occasionally sacrific-

“It's like a hit of acid.”

trated chaos

people”, offering the viewer a chance to hear, for example,
what an Italian New Yorker has to say about gangsters or

what a young Brazilian woman thinks about love and AIDS

“It's people that are the real stars,

“fuck the pop stars

say the Buzz producers,

Lindsay Baker

”



What is “Byzz”? I8 it a. news show?

It's not really meant, to be.categorizabla in
any traditional sensa. There's a bit. of news,
there's a bit of. art, there’s a bit. of current
affairs, there's a bit of documentary to it.

wrst kind of a ccmmitment has MTV
mado to the ahow?

We're taping the first 13 now, and we're
starting In July with the next 13, We assume
it will. be 26 shows, and then wa'll see what
happens. It should dafinitely astablish itself as
a hit or a miss by then.

What 236 group are you iooking for?

| would say it's for peoble who are 14 to

|35, but I'm not surd. | don't know many
i peoplawhoaraunder 14, and I'm not sure if

peoplé in the older ago grod would like it.

: It's for pebplé who gréw ug with telévision.

Desd iha show hdve & point of view?
Wie're trying to show a.side [of life] that

 isn't ususlly portrayéd on TV shows.

We aren't really taqug any _particular

; political stands or waving anyone's flag. |

think if anything, welre asking psople to
doubt the fiag wavers, to doubt the things
that will oniy tell you what to do and what to

- think, to doubt advértisefs, to doubt TV
- shows.

it's on Fridays in England and on Sund .
on MTV in theygtates. gIJti a regular, TV gngf. Would you describe one' of the' pro- thes onmemt;yo;;e wg:tctsnar;gm: n;owﬁ'n:gg:g
It's edited to_be very fast-moving, but it's. SF8mS? R which sounds’ very stralghtforwafd but is

f In the show. thatiwe  do about the future
meant to be watched li eg TV show. '
) D8 Walc ke a reguiar TV sho we open with a segment! where we talk to actually” a very subiie’ way of making you
How .is the show orgsnized? le thers a. people from about 15 countriss aboit what Delieve one thing or another. Youhear things

plat ir-concenns: . ‘e ‘oviricr fes h _in ads whefe things are presenmij‘ in ona way,
It's sort of thematic. The first:ULS. show is- it:?,:e 'S0s i are fa what's going to-happen and it's really for the wﬂv@nlenoe of seliing

about cultural stersotypes, so~people talk a Wer ther"f*go-‘ inté a ssgmient’ on’ “virtual that product, so “BULZZ" sometimes mocks

lot .about racism -or -about. sexism of 8bOUt: rgqlity,” which is>this: artificial kind of reaiity thiz- kind of corpo’até glickness in certain

othar forms of culiural. stereotyping. where -paople ‘can 'litérally - diva into- a world advertisements and certa!n TV. shows and
s kind of llke meditations on & theme.. s is. created on . théir TV of on their S8YS this kind of TV show can be a bit

Thare are different- elements to it; It's through » computer; and they can Interact with com-  dangerous. o

ditfarent. psople’'s eyes, through differsnt puter Images. We've then” got a piece on ' So-“Buzz" Iooks']lke a’l’V shtbw ‘that's a bit

stories,- but it does: stick to the therne fairly . computer hackers; pedpld :who- can  break aréus somatlmas. beeauﬁe it's trying to
religiously. inta your. phona account-andlsam your credit ' POIN out;tha! TV can’ be a bit dangerous. -
How do you gat information? . histery, who-cart bréak into ‘government files-  WRdE?is * your visiod” sbout what this

We sat -up ;bureaus sall  over - the -world.: and ‘access *sansitive ‘documents, who have pngram will do for the people “wie watch
They're .not- really . bureaus -In a  traditionat + this ‘ethic that .they' areé the-last- bastion of
sense,: they.re basically .just- kind .of ‘knowi-  goodness before a possible police state. We hope it makés them tblpk or wake upa
edgeabis ;people, - pecple. whe know whet's - And then at the end, thds’s & piece whare® bit.' Tnis is not television that s, ‘maant to be
heppening in a city: We've got people in New . we talk 4o kids who go to the'United Natiéas * relaxing “or is ‘mearit to coddie you. This is
York, . Los Angelgs,. Paris,, Tokyo, : Gerrany, . school,: kids from™all ‘bagkgrounds, and we® tslevision that sm:Rs its hand out of the TV
Ghanra and Cako.-And- these peopls just call - askthem-about the futures? setandshakesyouabn
us with inforrnation about what's happening. . - — ‘
They . read. ,newspapers; : they« go-to the -
movigs, . they., go. to- the clubs;.-And they just
tedd us what it's like in Calrg; for example. .

Dose your sounc tracit have songs in it?
We're preity fres with {the sound :track].
We take ali.the sound: off the interviews we -
do. We mix it with music both off:vidsos and .
oft records and- old commercials and: stock

footage and make. g kind-of collage with'it.

The show.is very scund driven,: the-sound
is_pretty-important, We spend haif our timae in
sound. studios-and halt our. tima <in -videc
studios. |

And Mg-youﬂwq of cstaying' in ¢
keeping with the “Music Tervieion” ss- -
pact of 17 .

| don't think it was that pianned. But: it Just.
happenstpbearealcolommythmictypeof
show, SO we.use a lot of musicy we puslisthe -
riythm &long, we cut, to the beat..We ido-aur
it very much like a music video. It's/'som;of
like a music video with content.

SIX -- a Cove




